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“Do everything in love.” 
(1Corinthians 16:14)

The vision for our school and all in our 
community encompasses our Christian values 
and are at the heart of everything we do.

We have high aspirations for every child and 
an expectation that they will excel and achieve. 
We provide an inspirational and creative 
curriculum, rich in opportunity and full of 
challenge. We understand that every child is 
precious – an individual blessed with their own 
unique set of gifts and talents and we work 
hard to encourage and support each child as 
they discover where their strengths lie.

about us

Cherry class is full of learning opportunities 
for our youngest children. We ensure that the 
continuous provision in the classroom and the 
adjoining outdoor space is enhanced to enable 
our children to learn through play and develop 
in the main 7 areas of learning: 
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 Communication and language
 

 Literacy 

 Personal, social and   
Emotional development  

 Mathematics 

 Understanding the world 

 Expressive arts and desig
n 

 physical development 
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Continuous provision is enhanced to reflect 
the needs and wants of the children.

The class 
regularly spend 

time together singing 
songs, sharing stories 
and finding out about 
the project they are 
currently learning 

about.

GROUP TIMES

END OF THE DAY

We 
gather 

together to 
share a book 
or sing songs 

before it is home 
time.

RWI PHONICS

We have a daily phonics 
session where the children 

will start to learn single 
sounds. As their knowledge 
of these sounds develops, 

they will begin to learn how 
to read and write these.  

All of the children 
are greeted into 

Cherry class each morning 
by Mrs Harris. The children are 

helped to learn morning routines 
like hanging up their coat before 

joining in with a range of morning 
activities to help them settle into 
the day. After the register, Cherry 

class find out about the day’s 
timetable and the exciting 
learning that is ahead of 

them.

ARRIVING

CHILD-LED PLAY

INDOORS AND OUTSIDE

The children 
explore the activities 

and resources on offer, All 
seven learning areas of the 
Early Years Curriculum are 
available at all times, with 

the outdoor area being 
explored as often as 

possible.

During the day, your child wll be 
learning through a mix of child-
initiated and adult- directed learning. 

Lunch is in the hall, 
with playtime in our 

outdoor area. Marvellous 
mealtime manners are 

encouraged every lunchtime. 
Children who have demonstrated 

this are selected to sit on the 
Golden Table on a Friday - 

everyone wants to be 
chosen!

LUNCHTIME

A typical day
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family information (faqs)

Does my child need to wear a uniform?

Wearing school uniform is not compulsory, but 
we find it is the most hard-wearing choice and 
the children love wearing the same clothes 
as the older children in the school and makes 
them feel part of the school community.

What does my child need to bring to Nursery?

Children need to bring a water bottle and a 
change of clothes in a bag every day. You may 
wish to leave a bag of clothes and wellies at 
school. All items of clothing in school MUST 
be named, including coats and hats. Outdoor 
clothing will be weather dependent, however 
typically:

Winter: A coat, hat, gloves, wellies
Summer: Sun hat and sun cream
Autumn/Spring: A lightweight jacket/
raincoat

What will my child eat?

Children can bring in a packed lunch or pay for a 
cooked meal for lunch. 

A piece of fruit or vegetable is available for 
snack time, with water and milk on offer 
throughout the day.

When is Nursery open?

We are open during Oxfordshire School Term 
Time dates. Please see the school website 
for exact term dates. Our opening times are 
8.40am – 3pm each day.

What are the costs of sessions over the 15 funded 
hours?

Sessions (am/pm) are £12 each. 
This can be either 8.40am-12pm or 12pm-
3pm. If you wish to pay for an additional hour, 
such as lunch, this is charged at £4. Extra one-
off sessions can be booked ahead of time via 
the office, these will be available if we remain 
within staffing ratios.

Do you offer the 30 hours entitlement?

We do offer 30 hours, if you are entitled to 
this funding you will need to obtain your code 
online. More details can be found at:

www.gov.uk/help-with-childcare-costs/free-
childcare-and-education-for-2-to-4-year-olds

www.finstock.oxon.sch.uk
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www.stirfood.co.uk

www.gov.uk/help-with-childcare-costs/free-childcare-and-education-for-2-to-4-year-olds
www.finstock.oxon.sch.uk
www.stirfood.co.uk
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Starting Nursery
Before your child formally starts with us in 
Cherry class, you will be invited to visit us 
together and have a settling session to start to 
explore the environment, meet the staff and 
get to know their key worker. We can always 
book more of these sessions if we need to.

We make sure we have all the information 
we need in order to plan and resource for the 
needs and wants of your child before they 
officially start. 

There are some great tips to support starting 
school on the Oxford Owl website.

Learning in a Nursery is a social occasion, you 
can support your child by:

• Practising greetings. Your child should know 
how to start a conversation with their new 
classmates. You can use dolls and soft toys 
to practise saying “hello”!

• Practising conversations. Giving your child 
time to talk – and also having time when 
they have to listen – teaches vital speaking 
and listening skills. You could take turns to 
talk about the best part of your day during 

I am happy to 
be away from 
my parents or 

main carer

I am happy to 
tidy up after 

myself and can 
look after my 

things

I can follow 
instructions and 
understand the 
need to follow 

rules

I enjoy 
learning 

about and 
exploring 

new things 
I enjoy making 

marks and 
have practised 

holding a 
pencil

I have a good 
bedtime 

routine so I’m 
not tired for 

school

More top tips:
Get your child ready 
for their new routine 
by switching their 
meal times to match 
those of the school day

Encourage your child 
to explore new 
environments and 
interact with new 
people

Talk to your child 
about what they are 
most looking forward 
to at school

Let your child practise 
putting their new 
school uniform on and 
taking it off

And remember, every 
child is different and 
starts school with 
different abilities

Steps to starting school
Build your child’s confidence so that they start school 
confident, curious and ready to learn 

Access more great advice, tips and downloadable resources at 
pacey.org.uk/schoolready

www.oxfordowl.co.uk

www.pacey.org.uk/schoolready

dinner. Can they ask questions to find out 
more? Can they remember their sibling’s 
favourite part of the day?

• 
• Encouraging sharing and tolerance. Games 

such as Snakes and Ladders let children 
practise social skills and turn-taking. Be 
sure to use the language of turn-taking, like 
‘Whose turn is it next?’ and ‘Thank you for 
waiting’. Why not arrange some play dates 
with your child’s new friends to put this into 
practice?

www.oxfordowl.co.uk
www.pacey.org.uk/schoolready
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forest school
We have been learning in the woods every 
Tuesday afternoon for 6 weeks in the Autumn 
term.  Our learning is themed each week 
around a book or an animal.

Little Wild Things, based in Charlbury woods, 
provides outdoor nature play for children in 
West Oxfordshire, giving them the chance to 
make mud pies, climb trees and build dens. 

It provides outdoor nature play for children, 
giving them the chance to make mud pies, 
climb trees and build dens. Children become 
confident outdoors and will be happier and 
healthier for it. They are encouraged to 
explore and play through activities specifically 
designed to further their interest in the natural 
world. Activities might include bug hunting, 

mud painting or den building. Each week the 
adventures follow a different theme. 

These themes will follow the 
seasons and make the most 

of the natural resources 
surrounding them.

www.littlewildthings.org.uk

www.littlewildthings.org.uk
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parents as partners
We use Tapestry as our online learning 
journal to help create a picture of your child’s 
development, and we welcome finding out 
about any learning that has happened at 
home. 

Twice a year we have Parent Consultation 
meetings, where we will discuss your child’s 
progress and attainment.  We will also think 
about how we can support them to continue 
on their learning journey. 

What parents say about us:

“Warm and welcoming 
atmosphere” 

“Supportive 
transitioning from 
Nursery to Year 1” 

“My son is flourishing.” 

www.tapestryjournal.com

What Ofsted say about us:

Parents and carers confirm that 
their children are happy, safe and 
looked after well. They like how 

the teachers and learning support 
assistants know their children very 

well. Parents are very positive about 
the thoughtful induction of their 

children as they join the school, and 
the ongoing care and attention paid 
to their needs. One parent said, ‘My 
children have never been happier.’

Nursery Parent

Year 1 Parent

Nursery Parent

www.tapestryjournal.com
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Catch up with our latest news at 

or visit our facebook page

www.finstock.oxon.sch.uk/1327/newsletters
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www.facebook.com/people/Finstock-
Church-of-England-Primary-School
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Drop by and say hello: Headteacher: Miss L Dixon

get in touch

 We would 
love for y

ou to 

 see our children 
in action, 

 a visit to our wonderful school. 

 please call the office to organise 

www.finstock.oxon.sch.uk/1327/newsletters
www.facebook.com/people/Finstock-Church-of-England-Primary-School
www.finstock.oxon.sch.uk

